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cept the map opposite page 8 has posts marked that were not founded 
until after 1700. 

0. M. DiCKEKSON 

Actual Government in Illinois. By Mary Louise Childs, teacher of his- 
tory and civics, Evanston Township High School. (New York: 
The Century Company, 1914. 224 p. $.50) 

The tendency to get away from the old formal study called "Civics" 
is illustrated in this volume in the "pertinent questions" at the end of 
each chapter and by the unusually practical procedure suggested in the 
"Foreword to the Teacher." Cook County and Chicago are treated at 
greater length than are other portions of the state. The "dry bones" of 
government are stated in compact outlines, and parallel column com- 
parisons are used effectively. Exact references to illustrative material 
are found at the head of each chapter, and there is a good working bib- 
liography at the close. 

The illustrations are well chosen and suggestive, especially the dia- 
grams and facsimiles of posters promoting civic betterment. One chap- 
ter of the book is devoted to state history. 

One notices some errors as: the method of voting (p. 104) ; the time 
of electing a senator and holding primaries (p. 108) ; and the statement 
that the "Little Ballot is the only form of referendum in Illinois." 

0. M. DiCKEKSON 

A Short Jlistory of the United States. By John Spencer Bassett, Ph. 
D., professor of American history, Smith College. (New 
York: The Macmillan Company, 1913. 885 p. $2.50 net) 

There has undoubtedly been need of a contribution which would bring 
within the compass of two covers the main results of the volumes of 
serious history which have appeared in recent years. Professor Bassett 
has made that contribution in scholarly form. The book is fully one- 
third larger than West's and is printed in clear type on comparatively 
thin paper so that it is not clumsy to handle. 

As the author tells us in his introduction, there is no attempt at orig- 
inal contribution in material and one notices little that is new in or- 
ganization. Indians, individual colonies, military campaigns, adminis- 
trations, and similar traditional topics find adequate treatment. So 
also do the newer topics of social and economic life. In fact, the stand- 
ard publications have been reduced to one volume — that tells the whole 
story. It is not especially designed as a text, has little "pedagogical 
machinery," and does not contain a copy of the Constitution, Declara- 
tion of Independence, or similar documents. Emphasis is placed on later 
history, especially upon events since the Civil War. Only one-third 



